
287what? 

Forgets That You Can’t Tell By Looking Who Is Legal and Who Is Not
There are nearly eleven million naturalized U.S. citizens, and more than twenty-�ve million native-born Americans of Latin American and Asian descent.  In this free 
nation we are not required to carry “papers” to prove our citizenship, and few of us do.  Because the 287 (g) program gives limited training to local law enforcement 
o�cers, these are not adequately equipped to determine who has violated an immigration law, some will inevitably question people of certain ethnic backgrounds, 
who speak foreign languages, or who have accents in English, essentially encourages race- and ethnicity-based pro�ling.      

Jeopardizes Public Safety
The decision strikes a direct blow at the e�orts to win the trust and con�dence of the communities and the law enforcement agencies that serve them.
Immigrants will be more likely decline to report crimes or suspicious activity, and criminals will see them as easy prey, making our streets
less safe as a result.  Experience shows that this fear will extend not only to contact with local law enforcement, but also to the �re department, hospitals, 
and the public school system.  

Leaves the Sheri�s and O�cers Unequipped for the Job
Federal immigration law is even more complex than the U.S. tax code, and is constantly changing.  Immigration agents undergo seventeen weeks of intensive
training before they are allowed “on the beat.”  Even with this training, there are countless examples of the detention of US citizens and legal residents wrongfully 
identi�ed by immigration agents. This “287(g) program” requires only four weeks of training for Jail Enforcement O�cers and �ve weeks for Task Force O�cers.   
Without a doubt, many US citizens and legal residents will be subjected to wrongful detention. 

Threatens Civil Rights 
This sends the wrong message if we are serious about eradicating racial pro�ling from U.S. law enforcement.  Ultimately, the Sheri�s is gambling;  the likelihood of civil 
rights lawsuits spawned by inappropriate actions will cost Harris county taxpayers millions of dollars.  Most importantly, it will challenge Constitutional protections of 
equal treatment before the law.

       What Now?
Right now the city of Houston has ended its agreement with the Department of Homeland Security. Mayor Bill White has declared “Rather than letting us simply write the 
agreements on our own terms, they want to put language in there that we object to. We don't want anything that creates obligations on the part of the city, or that would 
be inconsistent with our policies not to divert patrol o�cers from solving crimes.” However Harris County continues the 287(g) program in its jails. We oppose this program 
and want Sheri� Adrian Garcia and the County Commisioners to end this program as soon as possible to defend our rights and our pocketbooks. Tell them you oppost 287(g) 
www.co.harris.tx.us/elected_o�cials.asp 
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Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) will hold a workshop on 287(g) this Wednesday, October 14 at 7:30 in the 
Palo Duro Room #284, UC Second floor. Come learn more about this program and why we oppose it.

SDS meetings are held every Wednesday at 7:30 at the Palo Duro Room #284 

s.d.s

Section 287(g), introduced by the Department of Homeland Security, provides authority to local 
o�cials, giving the right to perform immigration law enforcement functions like:  the authority to
question a person’s immigrations status, to detain, deport, etc. based on aesthetic and external reasons.

Proponents of this “287(g) program” say it is needed to help deal with the “criminal alien crisis”.  
They ignore the fact that local law enforcement o�cers already have the authority to arrest criminals, 
both in enforcing state or local laws and assisting the federal government.  It is absurd to suggest that
foreign nationals are somehow immune from our criminal laws unless this action is taken, or that the 
Sheri�s o�cials are unable to detain criminals who are also immigration law violators.  In addition, local 
law enforcement also helps the federal government deport criminals who are removable because of their 
o�enses.  Immigration authorities have had full access to the Harris County Jails for over a decade.   

Why Shouldn’t the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office Enforce Federal 

Immigration Laws?

The Sheri�’s decision to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement for the “287(g)” program with ICE
 is not an e�ective crime-�ghting tool, but will have dire consequences for Harris County residents,
 instead. 


