
An Appeal for Funds to Support Student Activists 
going to the US Social Forum

Enclosed is an appeal from student organizations at 
University of Houston for support to travel to Detroit 
for the United States Social Forum, which is taking 
place this summer from June 22 to June 26.

The US Social Forum is a gathering, which grew out of 
the World Social Forum process, will be a tremendous 
learning opportunity. The forum aims to coalesce di-
verse groups and to join local organizers and activists 
from across the USA. Furthermore, the conference 
answers to the necessity of building unity around 
common goals of social justice, ties between organiza-
tions present at the event, and a broader social justice 
movement. Registration and more info at the website: 
www.ussf2010.org. There are over 20,000 activists 
and organizers are registered at this time!

University of Houston students are raising funds to go on the bus to Detroit. We need 
$6,300.00! Students are excited about going to USSF to gain access to skills, training, network-
ing and inspiration to help us build movements for social justice among young people here in 
the city of Houston.

We request your financial support to enable our 
participation in this historic event!

(1) Monetary donations would be greatly appreciated. Donate to our supporters at Houston 
Peace & Justice Center (HPJC) which has committed to helping subsidize a Houston bus to en-
able college students to attend the USSF. Tax deductible donations can be mailed to HPJC, PO 
Box 66234, Houston TX 77266. Please earmark your donation: USSF Conference Bus. You 
can also donate online through Paypal link which you can access directly though UH-SDS and 
FLAC’s websites: sdshouston.wordpress.com -  fairlaboruh.wordpress.com.

We would like to show our appreciation to folks who make cash donations by sending postcards 
from us while we are in Detroit.
*For $25 or more, we will send you a state of the art postcard with a Motor city theme to you at 
your residence or PO Box.
*For $50 or more, we will use our high tech polaroid technology to send you a photo of our-
selves participating in the awesomeness of the US Social Forum, by way of some state of the art 
post card 

(2) Contribute merchandise, event tickets, refreshments and other items to be sold at a 
“Houston to Detroit USSF BUS Fundraiser” Thursday June 10th and Friday June 11th. If you 
would like to contribute items that you think would sell at a garage sale or bake sale, we would 
love to have them. Contact Brendan Laws at 972-765-2382 or bren.m.laws@gmail.com to 

SDS at the May 1st 2010 March for 
dignity and rights for All



coordinate delivering things to us.

Consider “sponsoring” a specific student to 
receive “scholarships” to USSF. Some stu-
dents are willing to provide a written report 
and possible presentation to your group.

Students from four different progressive 
organizations are planning to go to the US 
Social Forum, and this will be the first time 
for many of us to leave Texas and meet ac-
tivists from across the country that are also 
working on building social justice and stu-
dent movements. 

Students for a Democratic Society, Fair 
Labor Action Committee, Amnesty Interna-
tional UH and Students for a sensible Srug 
Policy are all collaborating to raise funds and send members to the Social Forum. 

While we are very proud of our accomplishments thus far, we have a lot to learn. Being able to 
attend to US Social Forum will give us access to skills, training, networking and inspiration to 
help us build movements for social justice among young people here in the city of Houston.

For further information about a Houston caravan & bus, please contact: Transportation Co-
ordinator, John Herrera: john_r@riseup.net or 832-367-3442, and Housing Coordinator, 
Cathy Courtney: c3courtney@earthlink.net or 713-864-6724. To make your plans indepen-
dently, check out the very detailed resources at www.ussf2010.org/logistics

Thank you for your consideration and 
enabling training for a new generation 
of peace & justice advocates and citi-
zen activists! Ad Hoc UH Social Forum 
Committee

For more information about Students 
for a Democratic Society at the Univer-
sity of Houston, email us at sdsuhtx@
gmail.com or call Rob Block at 713-
304-9837 and for Fair Labor Action 
Committee email us at fairlaboruh@
gmail.com or call Marianela Acuña at 
908-510-8125.

FLAC with Friends at Student/
Farmworker Encuentro, March 2010

SDS at protest of New Texas State Board of 
Education Standards May 2010



Groups working with the Ad Hoc UH 
to US Social Forum Committee:

University of Houston Students for a Democratic Society (UH-SDS) mission is to promote the 
active participation of young people in the formation of a movement to build a society free from 
poverty, ignorance, war, exploitation, racism, and sexism. As a new student group at UH we 
have made significant contributions to building connections between groups and issues, de-
veloping activist culture and advocating for social justice while working for immigrant rights, 
against war and occupation and fighting for accessible education. See some of our events with 
details at sdshouston.wordpress.com.

The Fair Labor Action Committee (FLAC) is another student group who will be represented 
at the social forum. We are a group of students dedicated to improving the labor conditions for 
workers on our campus as well as workers who provide food, apparel and other products and 
services that keep our university and community going. We look for exploitation and orga-
nize for solutions with national organizations like the Student Farmworker Alliance, United 
Students for Fair Trade, and United Students Against Sweatshops, as well as working with the 
people on our campus and in our community. We look to build a better society through collec-
tive change through collaborating and empowering workers who support society. More info 
about us is at fairlaboruh.wordpress.com.

Amnesty International at UH: Amnesty International is a Nobel Peace prize winning organi-
zation that is devoted to defending human rights worldwide. This is accomplished through the 
movement of people who campaign for internationally recognized human rights such as hous-
ing, healthcare, and education for all. As the University of Houston student chapter, we seek to 
work both within the campus and the greater community to achieve the goals of AI. In addition, 
a major step was taken in our organization when we adopted a refugee family from Burma that 
have been living in a refugee camp in Thailand for 12 years and are finally getting the chance 
to create a new life. Therefore, we feel that the U.S. Social Forum is not only an opportunity to 
discuss a vast amount of issues concerning our nation, but it will also educate us in learning 
how we can further (or enhance whichever sounds better) our impact in our community.

The Students for Sensible Drug Policy works to replace our country’s failed drug war policies 
with policies that focus on education and treatment instead of incarceration. As students we 
are one of the most impacted groups by these failed policies, and believe it is our responsibility 
to change them. Our ideal drug policy would treat drug abuse as a public health issue instead 
of a criminal justice one, and would ensure that the policy is not more harmful than the drugs 
themselves. To accomplish these goals we regularly hold educational events on our campus, as 
well as around the city. We also lobby government at all levels, and have been involved in dis-
cussions at the federal, state, local and campus level. We are actively working towards passage 
of a Good Samaritan Policy at the University of Houston, which would encourage students to 
call 911 during a drug or alcohol overdose, by protecting them from harsh punitive University 
punishments. SSDP is first and foremost a political organization, but welcomes people of all 
types as we are all affected by the Drug War. You can learn more about us at SensibleHouston.
org.


